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Finally a new court! Painted with true Shalhevet colors, the sports court has fi nally arrived. Despite rain, construction was fi nished in less than a month. Students now 
enjoy the court during lunch and free periods. Clockwise from top left: 1. Workers tore up the asphalt of what used to be the north end of the back of the parking lot. 2. 
Rain threatens the newly poured cement. 3. Caution tape keeps students off the court while workers install the fi nal tiles. 4. Workers install one of six regulation basketball 
hoops at the north end of the court. 5. On Oct. 27, students enjoyed their fi rst game on the new, completed court. BP photos by Sara Fletcher
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BY ZEV HURWITZ, TORAH EDITOR 

      After years of anticipation, Shalhevet has fi nally 
unveiled its new Sport Court, a bright red-and-grey, high-
tech tiled outdoor sports fi eld where asphalt use to be.

      During Town Hall Oct. 29, Head of School Rabbi 
Weinbach announced that the long-awaited grand opening 
would take place at lunch that day. Construction of the 
court had been announced Oct. 1, the day before Sukkot 
break began.

    The new area, with the school’s name written into 
the fl ooring, has three basketball courts and a volleyball 
net. Two basketball courts run side by side and the third, 
which is offi cial CIF-sized, runs the width of both of the 
other courts.

  It takes the place of the fenced-off portion of parking 
lot which had served as the school’s basketball courts, as 
well as an informal practice fi eld for soccer and intramural 
pick-up games of whiffl e ball and tag football. With just 
two basketball hoops, only a dozen or so students could 
play at a time.

  Though the new court will be able to accommodate 
practices for several athletic teams, varsity sports will not 
be able to host regular or postseason games on the Sport 
Court. However, junior varsity games may still be played 
there because JV teams are not subject to the same CIF 
restrictions as varsity.

 “Tentatively, [the Sport Court] will be shared 
among the junior varsity basketball teams, the soccer 
teams, and the volleyball team,” said Athletic DIrector Mr. 
Joel Fisher. “But it’s not set in stone.”

       Mr. Fisher says that the new court will help ease 
Shalhevet’s struggle with juggling practice times between 
the school’s various athletic teams, although the Varsity 

boys’ and girls’ basketball teams will continue to share time 
at the Westside Jewish Community Center, Shalhevet’s 
offi cial home court.

      Varsity basketball 
will play “home” games 
at the JCC while volleyball 
will host games at Fairfax 
High School until the JCC is 
equipped with a functional 
volleyball net.

 Built by the Sport 
Court Company, the fl oor 
of the new court is made 
of pieced-together tiles 
of polyurethane plastic, the material that used in most 
football helmets. This makes it safer for students to play on 
than blacktop, according to Head of School Rabbi Elchanan 
Weinbach. 

 In 2007, a student dislocated his shoulder while 
playing football on the blacktop. While the Sport Court 
won’t prevent injuries, it will reduce the severity, he said.

      The tiles form a red border around the entire playing 
area with a black trim on either side of the main court 
which runs through the middle. White lines were painted 
on top to indicate out-of bounds, half court, free throw, and 
three point lines as well as the lane marker. The “key,” also 
known as “the paint,” on the main court is red to match the 
Sport Court’s border.

       Sophomore and varsity basketball player Michael 
Suriel likes the new Sport Court but still prefers to have 
practice at the JCC.

      “It’s very convenient to practice at the JCC because 
it’s only 5 minutes from school,” he said. “If we had practice 

at Fairfax, I would probably rather just use the Sport Court 
than have to go all the way there.” 

    Eventually, the new court will be available for P.E. 
and lunchtime 
use for high 
school and lower 
school students. 
Mr. Fisher says 
that a sharing 
schedule has yet 
to be worked 
out between the 
high school and 
middle school.

      “We are working with the middle school to fi nd a 
plan that will benefi t both sides,” he said.

      At press time, there is no plan for how court time will 
be delegated to each school.

      “Maybe we will decide who gets more time based on 
brute strength alone,” Mr. Fisher joked. “We could have an 
open arm wrestling tournament between the two schools 
to see who gets more time.”

 Students thought the new court would increase 
overall playing time for athletes and non-athletes alike.

  Junior David Mor said there is now more room to 
play.

      “I am going to play on the Sport Court more than the 
blacktop because there are more baskets so there is more 
playing room,” said David.

      David also said that on the blacktop, where there 
were only four baskets, it was harder to fi nd a playing spot 
because eight or nine students would often occupy two of 
them.

New high-tech tiled court is school�s � rst sports � eld
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Athletic Director Joel Fisher says that the new court 
will help ease Shalhevet’s struggle with juggling 
practice times between the school’s various athletic 
teams.

Built in less than a month, it off ers more room and a safer surface for student athletics


